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growth. A study of Tuluva tradition as chiefly embodied
in a work called 'Gramapaddhati' and ifl folksongs called
Padadanas has been made in detail by Dr, Saletore with very
interesting results, results that go to establish the indepen-
dent nature of several features of village life in Karnataka.1
To be brief, Tulu village as envisaged by the Gramapaddhati
is a very novel unit with innovations like the * Aliya santa-
nada Kattu' i.e., the law of inheritance by the nephew in
social and legal matters. Some of its novel features are
described thus: "The divisions of the land into gramas
together with the households was one feature of the viilage
organisation of ancient Tuluva. Another feature which may
be noted is the prominence which was given to usage; while
a third feature was the conduct of business in the General
Assembly* ..,. It is interesting to observe that there were
sixteen Maryadegalu or usages in Kota " (details regarding
which are given on pp. 303-4), * Questions concerning reli-
gious texts were to be settled in the Kutasthalas or centres
of Assembly with seven persons called Smrtikaras as judges.
Jagatkuta was the General Assembly summoned to hear
appeals against unjust decisions. It should be remembered
that the village system adumbrated in the Gramapaddhati
Is pre-eminently Brahmanical in origin and spirit.

We leant about the functioning of ther viilage Assembly
in the rural life of Karnataka from very early times.
Though the composition of the assembly is not exactly
.known, there is reason to believe that almost all the villages
had one each. References are made in the Kadamba records

1 B, A. Saletore: Ancient Karnataka, Vol. I, Ch. 4.
* B. A. Saletore: Ancient Karnataka* Vol. I, p. 303.